The Australian Computer Museum Society Incorporated. 
Initial proposal for the establishment of a 

Computer Heritage and Learning Centre

in the Callan Park Building B201,  (or other empty permanent building),

[herein referred to as ‘The Site’].

D R A F T  --  pending  further site information.

Summary: 

♣
proposed use –

o
Community Learning Centre.

o
Computing Heritage Centre.
o
Computer Heritage Repository.
o
Comprehensive education facility [incorporating U3A activity].

o
Facilities for general community use – eg meeting rooms.

o
Community InterNet facility.

o
Open Space to remain.

o
Existing Parking to remain for workers and group tours.

o
Minimum anticipated building changes except alarm installation.

o
Special requirements – government OH&S legislation, etc.

♣
Track record - the ACMS has been established for 15 years.

♣
Heritage items date back for over 75 years.

♣
Proposed investment – members, industry and government grants.

♣
Extensive local employment benefits – as per Federal Government Policy.

♣
Major Funding – $250,000 donation and ‘Community Infrastructure Grants’.

♣
Major display to recognise the major part played by Australians in the NASA Moon Landing in July, 1969.
 A Computer Heritage Centre will comply with many of the permitted uses under the Callan Park Act.

[ submission by John GEREMIN, ACMS Collections Officer ]

[ P. O. Box  s - 5,  HOMEBUSH SOUTH, NSW, 2140 ]

Computer Heritage & Learning Centre

1. Proposal - INITIAL

The Australian Computer Museum  Society Inc (ACMS) proposes an arrangement to establish the Computer Heritage & Learning Centre (CH&LC) in The Site. 
The ACMS collection already has sufficient hardware resources to quickly set up a Computer Learning Centre for local community use.

The ACMS heritage computing artefact collection is extensive and of recognised international significance. The ACMS committee members are volunteers and have the expertise and experience to create and operate the Heritage Centre and the contacts that have made it well known nationally and internationally. 

Such a high profile cultural institution would raise Australia's cultural visibility and provide a solid historical backdrop to knowledge based educational and high-tech industrial development of the precinct. 

2. Justifications

a)
Heritage objectives

In The Site building there are spacial resources awaiting value added use, and a site that will be significantly enhanced by this proposal. The CH&LC will be a national icon attracting local, Australian and international visitors. 

b)
 ACMS objectives

The ACMS' heritage collection of over 30,000 items is a vital collection of artefacts which should be made available to all Australians as an educational tool, a treasure chest of 5 generations of 20th century computer technology, and a celebration of Australian IT achievements.  

c)
Significant Support

The ACMS has Letters of Support from the PowerHouse Museum, Sir Rupert Myers (previously Vice-Chancellor, UNSW), The Royal Australian Historical Society, Sydney University Science Foundation, Professor Ray Offen [Macquarie University] and the Australian Society for the History of Engineering and Technology.

d)
Federal Government Recognition

In 2009 the ACMS was recognised by CAN the ‘Collections Australia Network’ as having a significant collection of IT Heritage artefacts. CAN is the Federal Government’s national authority for recognising and documenting Australia’s cultural history.

3. Proposal description

Establishment of the CH&LC and Heritage Artefact Repository.

Heritage Artefact Repository Facility  Portion of the site would be ideal to house and organise ACMS’ heritage computing artefacts and documentation collection and a restoration workshop. 
CH&LC Display Facility  An area of 250 sq.m or more in the most accessible building would provide a premier functioning display space. In fact, the nature of CH&LC displays can be adapted to available areas or layouts. 

Function  The CH&LC will provide storage, conservation and display of the artefacts which represent various stages of the computing history of Australia.


Publishing detailed descriptions of our artefacts and the Heritage Centre's work in conservation and techniques on the web will generate interest, provide an educational resource with particular Australian relevance, and signal to international bodies the importance of this material. 

The prestigious US “Computer History Museum” and the UK “Computer Conservation Society” have already requested copies of documentation preserved in Australia - but not in their own countries. 
Advantage to Australia  A secure location where our heritage materials can be displayed and managed, as well as a base for future research, IT development and Community activities. 
Advantages to the Cummunity  - Development of Govt. employment objectives:
• “A centre for cultural diversity” - as computing is the defining technology of the second half of the 20th century, the CH&LC will be a major cultural resource.

• “To support the establishment of a knowledge society” - to take the knowledge economy forward it is important to understand where it has come from. 

• “A centre of excellence in education” - the CH&LC will provide an internationally significant physical and intellectual resource for IT courses being carried out at all educational levels - especially community based courses.

(
An example of this could be a close relationship with the local U3A course organisers setting up courses for senior Australians.


• “Expand visitation and assist local businesses” - as the CH&LC is developed there will be a growing number of requests to visit with similar benefits to surrounding local small businesses. 

• “To strengthen local Tourism”- the ACMS is well known to US and UK computer heritage organisations. 

(
“Proven Experience” - in addition, ACMS members have had considerable experience mounting educational, historical and technological displays. 

Tourism Function  The Computing Heritage Centre will provide a heritage, cultural and educational venue of international interest in the local area, conveniently located in the wider region. The building has major potential for Heritage Centre visitors being located close to public transport.
Renovations Once the CH&LC is established, industry and local sponsors should see the value to them of supporting this important facility. 
Parking  The existing areas would be required for effective CH&LC operation. 

4.  The Australian Computer Museum Society

The ACMS continues to receive historic artefacts, which have included important material from the CSIRO, University of Sydney, University of NSW, Macquarie University, Wollongong University, University of Technology and many industrial and commercial sources. The ACMS also functions as a secondary repository for the NSW PowerHouse Museum.

The collection has a specific Australian focus, but it also has international significance as Australia has been a marketplace for computer manufacturers from all over the world, unlike any other continent. We already have a broader range of equipment than any other Computer Museum.
As well as the primary goals of setting-up and developing the CH&LC, other ACMS objectives include:
-
Collect extensive social history of and from pioneer Australian computer users.

-
A Hall of Fame for all those who worked on early Australian computer systems.

-
Extend awareness of various Australian’s extensive contributions to the industry.

-
Provide artefacts on term loan to regional Heritage Centres around Australia.

-
A restoration workshop to provide fully functional exhibits for the display area.

-
Provide comprehensive research resources for 20th century social historians.

-
Assist the PowerHouse Museum and others to display their technological artefacts.

-
Extend our data recovery services for industry and government organizations.

-
Extend awareness of various Australian’s extensive contributions to the industry.

-
Loan artefacts to enterprises requiring authentic historical items, especially Australian made films. 
5. CH&LC Startup Steps

a)
An initial multi-year lease with the Council on similar conditions to other community groups.

b)
Involvement of local Community Groups re Community needs.

c)
Inspection of building with regard to any repairs that may be required for safety reasons.

d)
Checking of building security and upgrading as appropriate.

e)
Checking of power availability in various sections of the building.

f)
Deciding on ratio of areas to be used for Learning Centre – Display Area – Repository – Offices – Community Meeting Rooms.

g)
Applications for Government grants for partitions and various fixtures.

h)
Equipment stocktake check on repository artefacts.

i)
Relocation of items stored in non-public-accessible locations at Homebush and Minto.

j)
Creation of artefact cleaning and display preparation area.

k)
Setting up secure office area for important records.

l)
Major display to recognise the major part played by Australians in the NASA Moon Landing in July, 1969.
m)
Documentation of local community IT history.
Note – Financial Plan cannot be generated without detailed information for a specific building.
