TennisTennis Proposal for Callan Park Master Plan

Tennis NSW has worked with the Ryde-Balmain Tennis Association to develop an initial proposal providing Council with some possible options as to how tennis could be considered as part of the Master Planning process for Callan Park. 

Background

Tennis NSW (TNSW) is actively researching the number and quality of tennis facilities across NSW and looking at the best ways to develop sustainable facilities that do not become a financial burden on the community and that meet the needs of the community while developing the sport of tennis.

As part of this research, Tennis NSW has undertaken a State Master Plan for Facilities. The core purpose of the Tennis NSW State Master Plan for Facilities is to take action to address the issues of tennis facility provision across the state and develop a guiding direction to address the current imbalance in the quality, provision and funding of tennis facilities throughout New South Wales.

The Tennis NSW State Master Plan for Facilities provides strategic direction for the tennis community and government stakeholders on how Tennis NSW proposes to take, and implement, action regarding future facility provision over the next 10 years.

In addition to this TNSW in conjunction with Tennis Australia are building a strong arsenal of programs to meet the needs of the community and engage a broad cross section of the community. From our successful junior program (MLC Tennis Hot Shots) to inclusion programs for the indigenous, disability and other minority groups, to the social programs aimed at mums to our elite programs to develop talented athletes of the future, tennis is actively and strategically trying to engage as broad a cross section of the community as we can reach.

Tennis Provision in Leichhardt

Tennis is and has always been well entrenched in the top ten most participated sports in Australia, however studies have indicated that the provision of tennis facilities in the Leichhardt Council area are inhibiting to the sport and deprive members of the community from participating freely in tennis. 

	Municipality
	Courts Per Person Ratio

	Hunters Hill
	1:1,368

	Ashfield
	1:1,631

	Canada Bay
	1:2,704

	North Sydney
	1:2,908

	Marrickville
	1:2,930

	Leichhardt
	1:4,569


In December 2005, Leichhardt Council commissioned a Recreation and Open Space Needs Study. In this study the Consultant identified a significant shortage of tennis courts in the region. Eleven courts (three in poor condition) were identified meaning there was one court per 4,400 people, a long way from the industry benchmark of one court per 1,500 people. Since this study was undertaken the population in the local area has continued to grow. As part of our State Master Plan for Facilities TNSW have indentified the current ratio as 1:4,569 and based on population growth projections, that ratio will grow to 1:5,324. This is far from ideal in an area which in the 2005 Recreation and open Space needs Study identified tennis as second among sports people were most likely to participate in, in the future. TNSW and Ryde-Balmain Tennis understand the competing interests from different recreational pursuits, but TNSW can ensure ongoing support to Council and the facility operators in providing the best practice for any existing or future planned facilities to maximise their use. 

Options

Tennis NSW and Ryde-Balmain Tennis are cognisant of the significance of the Callan Park site and the importance of considering the surrounds when master planning a site such as this. We are also mindful that tennis is just one of the sport and recreational pursuits that people participate in and we would be looking to fit in with those sports, not take space from those sports.

At present there is one tennis court in Callan Park, however it has not been maintained and is currently decommissioned with an unplayable surface and no net.  Tennis Australia and TNSW have shown that facilities with three or fewer courts  cost are more difficult to maintain to a sustainable level and with this in mind, TNSW would understand if this court was closed permanently and re planned for another service that was required within the grounds. We do feel however that there is a strong need for tennis facilities in the region and therefore would like to submit the following options for Council to consider.

One of the key advantages to the development of a tennis facility is that if done right, with the right leasing put in place, the facility can leased out and managed externally and not a burden on Council’s future operating budget. 

Option 1. – South Crescent

The large open area on South Crescent would be ideal for a significant tennis facility with multiple options available. One Option would be for a 10 Court facility (see below).  The advantages of this would be:


•
An opportunity to host tournaments


•
Opportunity to build Hot Shot courts (modified courts) at the north-east end of the venue


•
Tennis could make use of existing buildings for club house and pro-shop (if available)


•
Room left over for passive recreation, children’s play area etc.


•
No on-going maintenance required by Council (subject to lease terms)


•
No trees or buildings need to be removed for this project.

An alternative to this Option would be to reduce the number of courts to six leaving an area of approximately 50m x 70m for playing fields or courts sports. Reducing the size of the centre from ten to six would cut down the opportunity to host events although it may be a more sustainable option if the facility was managed by a not-for profit association such as Ryde Balmain Tennis Association.

Tennis recognises this site as an ideal location due to its visual presence on Balmain Rd which would provide the additional security as well as being in the eye of the local public which would help promote the facility encouraging participation in organised or non-organised tennis activities and provide parents with the opportunity to get their children involved in junior participation programs.

Option 2. – North Crescent

The area to the east of North Crescent also provides an opportunity to make use of a narrow stretch of land not suitable for most other sport and recreation past times.

TNSW has indentified an opportunity to use this area for a six court facility. The positives of this site are that they will present a good viewing area and could potentially make use of one of the buildings on the adjacent North Crescent as a cafe/ club house with pleasant sitting and social areas. There would be some additional preparation work required due to the slop on the land which may be able to be complemented by other projects in the precinct. A couple of power poles may provide a challenge but no trees or buildings would be impacted.

Option 3. – Park at Western End of Callan Park

Tennis NSW recognises that this park which isn’t currently used for organised sport, may be considered to be redeveloped to house multiple sports. TNSW recognises the value of multi sport precincts and if the re-alignment of this park was to include multiple sports and accommodate tennis a six court facility may be possible. 

Funding Assistance

Unlike most other sports, Tennis does have avenues to provide financial assistance to any tennis project through Tennis Australia’s National Court Rebate Scheme. Details can be found at tennis.com.au or Tennis NSW staff can provide further information in regard to this program.

Conclusion 

Thank you for considering the options supplied above. TNSW does see the Leichhardt region as one which requires attention and the options we have provided above are flexible and Tennis would be more than willing to adapt to fit in with Council’s overall plans. 

TSNW would also commit to working with Council and Ryde-Balmain Tennis in assisting with any detailed design, project scope work, management modelling and leasing and ongoing support for the centre management. Please do not hesitate to contact Tennis NSW for any further detail. 

